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Lammack (Blackburn) Musalla
team visits Albania

Mufti Mohammad Ibn Adam's
Ramadhan in Albania

Albania aid distribution by
Tudor House Nurseries
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Balkans roadshow with Mufti
Ahmed Khanpuri and Mufti
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us with smiles. Their zeal to recite from
the Quran was there in abundance with
children surrounding us in anticipation
that we would ask them to pray.

To think that hundreds of Masjids were
destroyed during communism rule and
now there were numerous Masjids, a
small residential Madrasah and even a
Markaz just shows that where there is
desire for Deen, The Almighty opens the
doors.

We naturally expected an over eagerness
and rush from children and their
families to get their hands on the iftaar
packs; instead there was no pushing

or commotion and we were humbled

by the patience and organisation of

the distributors. It was through this
meticulous co-ordination that we were
able to distribute in excess of 800 packs.
MWI has recruited local brothers that
have graduated from the residential
Madrasah providing them with a job
which is most rewarding in this world
and the next. These brothers that
helped us with the distribution were the
epitome of hard work and dedication.
Bearing in mind we were distributing
approximately 12 hours each day whilst
fasting; we were able to catch anapin
between the drives to the distribution
points whereas they were the drivers

and they did not rest. We gave our all in
packing and distributing but the locals
were like machines, ensuring everything
went like clock-work. By the time we got
to adistribution point, the iftaar packs
had already arrived in advance and were
already being unloaded. We never heard
a single complaint or negative comment
from any of these local brothers.

You could make a case for those helping
us being in need themselves, but their
determination was to help and assist
those with a greater need, wanting

for others more than they want for
themselves. These were probably the
most valuable lessons we took from our
trip and ones that we pray the Ummah
embraces. We encourage everyone to
visit Albania and take part in charity
work, whatever form that may be in.

Do what you can and give what you can
whilst you have the opportunity to.

We cannot finish this article without
mentioning Maulana Siraj and Maulana
Magsood who have sacrificed their life,
moving from India to Albania, working
tirelessly for over 15 years to establish
Deen. May The Almighty reward them
and their families abundantly, Ameen. We
pray that The Almighty accepts our trip
and blesses us with the opportunity to
visit again and again. Ameen.
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Ramadhan in Albania

by Mufti
Mohammad Ibn
Adam (Leicester)

It was an honour and privilege for us at
the MWI when the world renowned Mufti
Mohammad Ibn Adam of Darul Iftaa.Com
based in Leicester accepted our invitation
to go on a tour of Albania during
Ramadhan. Mufti Mohammad presents a
brief snapshot of his 3 days whistle stop
tour of Albania:

During Ramadan 1440 / May 2019, | was
invited by the UK based charity called
Muslim Welfare Institute (MWI) to goon a
three day tour of Albania. The idea was to
meet local Albanian Muslims, understand
their needs particularly from a da’'wa and
Islamic education perspective, and deliver
afew lectures during the blessed month of
Ramadan. It was an opportunity | could not
refuse, and thus decided to travel. | was
joined by the Tudor House Nurseries team
from Blackburn, who were travelling to
distribute aid amongst the poor and needy.

Although | visited Bosnia last year (as

part of the group tour organized by MWI
which included my beloved teacher and
mentor Shaykh al-Islam Mufti Muhammad
Tagi Usmani - may Allah protect him),

this was my first visit to neighbouring
Albania. All these Balkan countries - such
as Albania, Bosnia, Kosovo and Macedonia
- sadly suffered a lot at the hands of the
communist regime that ruled here for over
forty years. Practising Islam was banned,
and Muslims were punished for simple
acts of worship such as praying and fasting.
Despite such testing and bleak times for
Muslims in the Balkans, many of them

still struggled and managed to somehow
preserve their faith.

The suffering was both from an economic
as well as areligious perspective. Muslim
Charities have been catering for the
“economic” needs of the residents of these
countries but there is also a great need

to cater for their religious and Islamic
education needs. Without judging them
given what they have been through - and
itis even a blessing that they identify
themselves as Muslims - time spent under
communist rule has undeniably had a
negative impact on the Muslims. Many are
not aware of even the basics of Islam such
as how to pray or fast. However, the good
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news is that in recent times there has
been a shift in people having a genuine
interest in the Deen, and there seems to
be a genuine desire within them to learn
and become close to The Almighty. The
responsibility now lies with us to help
them in this regard and try and bring
them closer to Islam.

| visited the Albanian capital city Tirana,
Elbasan, Belsh, Cerric and the coastal
town of “Pogradec” on the banks of river
Ohrid. | was pleased to see the work of

f'

MWI and what they have achieved over
the past twenty five years or so. It seems
the locals have really taken to them

and have a lot of trust on them. The two
scholars employed by MWI are doing
wonderful service. Although | departed
with the thought of delivering lectures
in English, | ended up delivering every
lecture in Arabic - at least three per
day. Many of these lectures and talks
were aimed at the various Imams and
teachers that the MWI sponsor. With
simultaneous translation into Albanian,

i i
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my talks ranged on topics ranging

from the importance of seeking sacred
knowledge to upbringing of children.
Around 70/80 Imams and teachers
(male & female) attended my talk at the
Dar-e-Arqam building (MWI charity
headquarters) in Tirana, whilst there
was a large audience at my post-fajr talk
at one of the most populated Mosques
of Tirana: the Dine Hoxha Mosque. It
was a privilege to meet the Imam of

the Mosque Shaykh Ahmad Kalaja who
translated my talk into Albanian. He
mentioned that they sometimes have
up to 2000 attendees at the Mosque for

W

Jumaa prayers and sometimes people
are forced to pray on the road outside.

| particularly liked “Belsh” - a beautiful
scenic town, where MWI manages a
beautifully built Mosque and also the
adjacent madrasa which has a small
lodging facility. | was informed that

my dear and beloved teacher Mufti
Muhammad Taqi Usmani delivered a
talk at this Mosque in 2006, and thus
to follow in his footsteps some thirteen
years later was an honour! In the lovely
town of Cerric, | delivered a talk on
“achieving happiness and tranquillity”
in the Kuwaiti funded Mosque. In short,

Albania aid dist

Albania is a beautiful country in terms
of scenery and the locals are also lovely
people. | noticed that many Albanians
have real love within them for Islam and
adeep desire to learn and reconnect
with their faith. So many came up to me
and asked questions pertaining to Islam
which showed their desire to practice
Islam. It is now our duty to help them in
their quest to become better Muslims
and teach them the various aspects

of Islam. There is a need for learned
scholars to visit this country as much as
possible,and for regular Islamic lessons
to be conducted. May The Almighty
grant us the ability. Ameen.
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12 days in
the Balkans

June 2018 was a memorable month for
all of us at the MWI. Under the leadership
of Shaikhul Mashaaikh Mufti Ahmed
Khanpuri (India), Shaikhul Islam Mufti
Muhammad Taqi Usmani (Pakistan),

and Ustadhul Asaatizah Mufti Shabbir
Ahmed (UK), we had the opportunity to
visit 6 Balkan states with a group of 40,
mainly luminaries and scholars of the UK
including a number of well-wishers.

Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri's lifelong travel
companion and teacher of Hadith at
Darul Uloom Dhabheyl Gujarat India
Mufti Mahmood Bardoli was also with
us on this trip. Upon the instructions

of Mufti Khanpuri an Urdu travelogue
has been put together by Mufti
Mahmood and is now available under his
travelogues series Dekhi Huwi Dunya.
Three parts have already been published
and part four contains the Balkans
journey and also includes the travelogue
put together by Mufti Muhammad Tagi
Usmani. Dekhi Huwi Dunya has also
been translated into Gujarati and both
are now available. Please contact the
MWI for your copies.

I2 “Days in
The Balkans

The whole journey has been captured

in a full colour book comprising of 140
pages titled *12 days in the Balkans®
which includes contributions from
Shaikh Mahmood Chandia (Bolton),
Mufti Mohammad Ibn Adam (Leicester)
and Shaikh Yusuf Shabbir (Blackburn). A
most interesting fascinating travelogue
containing the rich Islamic history of the
Balkans. Please contact the MWI for your
copy.
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The Balkans Roadshaw with

Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri and
Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani

Following on from our memorable
journey to the Balkans in June 2018,

we took the opportunity to invite

our esteemed guests to come and
highlight the history of the Balkans

to our brothers and sisters of the UK.
Under the title * Balkans Roadshow
2019 our journey started at Masjid-e-
Zakaria in Dewsbury on Saturday 8th
June 2019. Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri was
the guest speaker and the programme
was very well received by the people

of Yorkshire. On Sunday 9th June we
moved on to Masjid-e-Salam in Fulwood
Preston where our guests addressed the
congregation.

On Monday 10th June we were on

home territory at Masjid-e-Sajideen in
Blackburn. This was surely a programme
to cherish as it was the first programme
where both of our esteemed guests
were present. The Masjid was absolutely
packed out and with the Khatam of

the Bukhari Sharif for the Madrasah
Islamiyyah girls the sisters areas were
completely packed out as well. 13

We then travelled to the Midlands.
Wednesday 12th June after Zohar we
were in Masjid-e-in Nuneaton and after
Asar Salaah our programme took place
in Masjid-e-Bukhariin Leicester. At all
venues our guest speakers touched upon
the history of the Balkans, the arrival of
Islam, the rise of Islam and the golden
era, the decline and most importantly
the lessons learnt. As Shaikh Mahmood
Chandia put it at our annual charity
dinner in May "he who does not know

vl

I Sharena Mosque - Tetovo - Macedonia

his history will struggle to negotiate his When Mufti Tagi Usmani took the stage May The Almighty accept our efforts,

future'. the Masjid was heaving. Mufti Saheb grant us all sincerity and steadfastness
) delivered a moving and touching account and bless us all with the ability and

The final programme of this memora?le of his visit to the Balkans and also the strength to do more for our Muslim

Balkans roadshow took place at Masjid- the Lands of the Muhaditheen, Bukhara, brothers and sisters of the Balkans.

e-Dawatul Islam in lIford East London. Samargand and Tirmiz. Ameen.
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During our visit to the Balkans with our o
honourable guests from India, Pakistan, YO u r E I d = u I -Ad ha
South Africa and the UK, we realised

what a huge sacrifice our Balkans

brothers and sisters had made in order to o

preserve their Imaan and Islam. Ca s g I to a n
They went through some of the toughest

forms of communism ever witnessed on ] ]

the face of this earth. Even during those AI ba n Ia n fa m I I

dark days they managed to preserve their

faith and in the darkness of the night

would quietly pray to The Almighty for
freedom.

Kosovo Bulgaria

When we arrived at the Markaz in the
capital city Tirana Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri
broke down in tears saying that we have .
done nothing at all to help our Balkans Macedoma
Muslims.

On many occasions Mufti Tagi Usmani

congratulated the Balkan Muslims

saying that they had tasted the real

sweetness of Imaan due to the suffering R .

and hardships they had to endure. On s |‘ta|y

the other hand we have had it so easy

and therefore do not realise the value of ﬁ G reece (]
Imaan. - a
and basements during the time of gift from one UK family to one Albanian
communism. family, we make a humble request to all
readers to donate £10 Lillah as a cash

Our respected teacher Mufti Shabbir

Saheb was full of praise of the Balkans
Muslims. Mufti Saheb really wanted to So come on brothers and sisters, let's : ‘ - es )
see the manuscripts and books that had do our little bit this coming Eid-ul- Adha gift to one family. We will distribute this
been preserved in underground cellars for the Muslims of Albania. As an Eid cash on the day preceding Eid-ul -~Adha.

You may transfer direct into our
bank account quoting reference BANK
Eid-ul -Adha gift: H &

]
e —

1234 5578 59> LOa>
You may call us on 12/17

during office hours to pay by card. = POETER Nane

Blackburn residents may also drop off their £10 in cash to our office on 35 Wellington Street St Johns
during office hours Monday to Friday. May The Almighty accept all our donations. Ameen.
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Albania - £75

It is very important that the Sunnah
of Qurbaani is revived in this country
which suffered years of communism.

Bangladesh - £75

By having your Qurbaani performed in
Bangladesh you will be providing meat
to many families who may only get the
opportunity to consume meat once a year.

India/West Bengal - £20

You will be providing meat to hundreds
of very needy families.

In West Bengal our Qurbaanis are
carried out in Uttar Dinajpur which is
400 kms from Kolkatta.

Donation Form Gift Aid Declaration

Please perform Qurbaani/s
) Title: Forename
on my/our behalf in
. Surname:

| enclose £ for Qurbaani/s

Address:
Name:
Surname:

Postcode:

Address:

E-mail:

Postcode:

E-mail: | hereby authorise Muslim Welfare

Institute to reclaim tax on all donations

Don't forget to include your £10 Lillah Eid-ul-Adha gifts for Albanian families. I make until further notice

I would also .
like to include my £ Signature
Lillah Eid-ul-Adha gift/s Date
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for Albanian families.

Don't delay -Post today
MWI, 35 Wellington Street St. Johns, Blackburn, Lancashire, BB1 8AF, UK
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