Unity July 2020_PageOl.pdf 1 27/06/2020

D)

MUSLIM WELFARE
INSTITUTE

35WELLINGTON STREET
ST. JOHNS, BLACKBURN
LANCASHIRE, BB1 8AF
01254 694015

e | info@mwinstitute.co.uk
w | www.mwinstitute.org.uk

Remembering

Srebrenica

25yearson =

15:22

U

SPECIAL
EDITION

AL-TTIHAAD |

Dhul Qaadah 1441 AH

July 2020 Issue 139

'

A

Qurbaani A
2020

An Unprecedented

The UK government officially
declared lockdown from Monday
23rd March, which coincided
with the beginning of Shabaan.
Although we are busy with our
charity projects throughout the
year, Shabaan and Ramadhan
are our two busiest months.

We had just launched our ‘Ramadhan
Iftaar Pack™ appeal when the Corona
Virus struck the UK.

With the use of social media
platforms, we continued with our
appeals. Together with the “Iftaar
Pack™ appeal, we launched special
appeals for ‘food packs’ for those
affected by the Corona Virus. This
continued all the way till the end of
Ramadhan and is still on-going MA.

From the start of Ramadhan until
Eid —ul —Fitr, we also launched
different appeals every week for our
on-going projects in Bangladesh
and India.

Ramadhan in 2020
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On behalf of the Muslim Welfare
Institute, we would like to take this
opportunity to thank each and every
one who took the opportunity to
donate towards our projects. It was
an unprecedented Ramadhan, one
that we will all remember for a very
long time to come.

May The Almighty reward you all
with the best of health and an
abundance of wealth in this world
and with Jannatul Firdaus in the
Hereafter. Ameen. May He also
keep all of us in His Protection.

Ameen.
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1992

Arrival of Bosnian families

It was 1992 when the first Bosnian families
arrived into Blackburn. Arrangements had been
made for about 6 families (25 people) to come
and reside at a large residential house, based
on Revidge Rd. This was the first time we met
with Bosnian families. Until then, we had not
heard of Bosnia. Little did we know that it was
part of the former Yugoslavia and that the
majority population was Muslim. Once the war
broke out and Bosnia was in the news
headlines, we got to know about the history of
Bosnia. A group of volunteers got together to

that had arrived in Blackburn were looking for
safety and security.
They settled down well in Blackburn.

President of Bosnia
Alija Izetbegovic

Before their arrival, we had the opportunity to
meet their then president, Alija Izetbegovic,
who made a flying visit to the UK and dropped
in to the Dorchester Hotel in Mayfair in
London. The visit was very short but very
touching. President Izetbegovic gave a
moving account of the history of his country
and sounded very optimistic in his belief in
victory in the war.

form the "Bosnia Relief Committee™. The families

Grand Mufti of Bosnia
Mufti Mustafa Ceric

After the arrival and settlement of the Bosnian
families, the Grand Mufti of Bosnia, Shaikh
Mustafa Ceric visited Blackburn. He spoke at a
few venues. Again, he was very optimistic and
had a very strong belief that they will be
successful in the war.

2018

Our visit to Bosnia — June 2018

The Bosnian families spoke very highly of their
country. They praised the economy and also
mentioned the natural beauty and scenery.
Having spent a lot of time with them, helping
them settle into life in the UK, we also had a
natural desire to visit this beautiful country one
day. This dream became a reality 26 years later.
It was Sunday 24th June 2018 at around 9pm
when we arrived at the border crossing into
Bosnia from Montenegro. We had left Durres in
Albania at 9am and after 12 hours of a
breathtaking journey through Montenegro,
arrived in the capital Sarajevo. It had been an
amazing day in the company of Shaikh ul
Mashaaikh Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri Saheb of
India and 30 other distinguished scholars and
guests from India, South Africa and the UK.
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Sarajevo — Capital of Bosnia

We spent 2 days in the capital, Sarajevo. ltis a
beautiful city surrounded by lakes and
mountains. However, the effects of the war are
still visible. A number of damaged buildings can
still be seen and memories of the genocide that
took place here is still rife. We took the
opportunity to meet with the people including
some scholars. Having Shaikhul Islam Mufti
Muhammad Taqgi Usmani with us made the visit
very beneficial, as Bosnia has a very rich history
and it was fascinating to visit some of the old
Masijids, libraries and museums. Mufti Taqi
Saheb also met the Grand Mufti of Sarajevo,
Mufti Mustafa Ceric.

Mostar — A historical city

We visited Mostar. It is a very historical city
with the Mostar Bridge dominating the skyline.
A beautiful bridge which joins the 2 sides of
Bosnia. Here we met Shaikh Javvad, a
dynamic Bosnian scholar, whose front room
was more like a library than a living room.
Shaikh Javvad updated us on the situation of
Bosnia and the condition of the Muslims.

Srebrenica — A town turned
into a cemetery

The saddest day of this visit
was the day we arrived in
Srebrenica, again a 2 hour
drive from Sarajevo. The
worst genocide on European
soil had taken place here in
1995. Approximately 10,000
Muslim men had been
martyred. Their crime?
Because they were Muslims.
We arrived at the cemetery
where 8,000 of these
martyrs are buried. There in
front of us, was a sea of
graves. For many of us, it
was one of the saddest days
of our lives. We prayed for
the martyrs and their
families.

What can we do
for Srebrenica?

Every year in July, a peace march takes place
in Srebrenica to mark the anniversary of the
genocide. Thousands of people from across
the globe of all faiths and none including
world famous personalities descend on to
Srebrenica. This genocide will never be
forgotten.

We at the MWI are intending to provide support to
the needy families of Srebrenica and the
surrounding areas. We are starting off with 25
families, providing them cash assistance of £50
monthly. This comes to £600 annually per family.
To support 25 families we need £15,000. All
families are eligible for Zakaah. This appeal will run
from 1st July to 31st July and IA will be our annual
contribution towards our brothers and sisters of
Srebrenica. A humble request to all to contribute
very generously to this first and new project of

ours in Bosnia.
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DON'T MISS OUT!

Albania
£75

Itis very important that
the Sunnah of Qurbaani is
revived in this country,
which suffered years of
communism.

(1 share)
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£75

By having your Qurbaani
performed in Bangladesh,

you will be providing meat to
many families who may only get
the opportunity to consume

Kmeat once ayear. (1 share)
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Bangladesh\

India
£25

By having your

Qurbaani performed in
India. You will be providing
meat to hundreds of

very needy families.

(1 share)
o
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Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Donation for Srebrenica: Amount: £

Donation for Qurbaani: Amount: £

Donation Form

Email:

Category:

Shares:

Gift Aid Declaration

Gift Aid: Can we reclaim your tax on the above donation? Please tick this box

Don’t delay post today

MWI 35 Wellington Street St Johns Blackburn Lancashire BB1 8AF. 01254 694015/ 07713 007746

For card payments: 07595 185885

e| inffo@mwinstitute.co.uk w| www.mwinstitute.org.uk
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