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> Three colleagues and
| take the 8:35am flight
from Luton on Tuesday
24th May 2022 and

2.5 hours later land

at Sarajevo airportin
Bosnia. This is my
second visit to this
beautiful country
known as the
"Princess of Europe’.

KONJIC

As we have only 24 hours here
before we move on, we
immediately go into action and
meet with the local
representatives of the
municipality of Konjic, a very
picturesque city where our
hotel is located. It is nice to
hear that Bosnia is once again

back on its feet after the
terrible genocide that took
place in 1992.

We are informed that there are
many Halal attractions now
available and Muslims should
try and make Bosnia their
family holiday destination. This
will help boost the economy.
For water lovers, Bosnia is the
ideal holiday location.

MOSTAR

From Konjic, we leave for the
famous historical city of
Mostar. Here, we meet with a
local organisation Emanet
Mostar. They are our partners
who distribute donations to a
number of families in Mostar
and other areas. We spend 3
hours in Mostar visiting the
beautiful ancient Masjids and
crossing the world famous
Mostar Bridge. Thisis an

absolute masterpiece of
architecture. We pray our Asar
and Maghrib at 2 different
Masijids, one of which houses
a cemetery where all the
headstones have 1994
engraved as the year of the
deceased. We are informed
that they are martyrs of the
1992 war. Over 500 men were
martyred in Mostar alone. May
The Almighty grant them all
Jannat ul-Firdaus.

Ameen.

After visiting the offices of
our partners and listening to
the recitation of some of the
students, we return back to
our hotel close to midnight.
This is the end of day 1 of
this 6-day charity visit to
Bosnia, Macedonia and
Albania.




Unity June_2022_pages 2.pdf 2

Unity

13/06/2022 10:22

SARAJEVO

From amongst the natural
beauty of Bosnia are the
streams and lakes that flow all
over the country, especially the
capital Sarajevo.

Ouir first stop on Wednesday
25th May is the beautiful park
from where the streams flow.
This is natural water which
comes from the mountains
and then spreads out into
many directions. A sight to
behold. It makes one wonder
that if this is the beauty of this
temporary world, then what
must Jannat ul-Firdaus be like.
The magnificence of the
Magnificent Creator manifests
itself here in Sarajevo.

ISLAMIC COMMUNITY
OF BOSNIA

We then move on to the old city
where we visit the office of the
Islamic Community of Bosnia.
This is the organisation that is
responsible for recruiting
Imams across Bosnia. We are
welcomed by Muhammad
Suceska, one of the members
of this organisation. We learn
from him that Bosnia is a small

country with a population of 4
million. There were over a
thousand Masjids prior to the
1992 war, many of which were
demolished by the enemies of
Islam.

However, the determination of
the Bosnian Muslims was such
that 30 years on from the war,
Bosnia now has 1,500 Masjids.
Stunning Masjids have been
built by Saudi Arabia,
Indonesia and other countries.

GAZI HUSREV BEG

As Bosnia has been split into

a few divisions, overall the
Muslims are 52%. Some areas
like Sarajevo are 90% Muslim.
We then take a stroll through
the city centre and visit the
Gazi Husrev Beg Masijid, which
is an absolute masterpiece of
Ottoman architecture. Gazi
Husrev Beg made a huge
contribution to Sarajevo during
his reign as the leader during
the time of the Ottoman rule.

A museum near the Masjid has
many memories of this great
soldier of Islam. His tomb lies
near the Masjid.

We spend just over 20 hours in
Bosnia but had the opportunity

to visit many places. Soon it
was time to leave. We bid
farewell to our hosts Munir and
Dennis who had provided us
with excellent hospitality from
our arrival at Sarajevo airport
to our departure.

You are now in Kurshumliva Madrasah
(Kursumlija medresa) built and endowed in 1537
by the Bosnian sanjak-bey Gazi Husrev Beg,

As a pearl of the Ottoman architecture, it was
declared a national monument of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in 2006,

Since 2013, this space has housed a permanent
digplay which highlights the life of Gazi Husrev
Beg, the establishment of his waqf and its
influence on the development of the city of
Sarajevo and the social community on the whole.

We take the 2:30pm
flight to Skopje in
Macedonia, via Istanbul,
arriving in Skopje at
8pm. It has been a very
long day so after praying
Asar, Maghrib and Isha,
it's time to rest.
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12 hours in North Macedonia

> Our projects started in
Albania in 1993. In 2017,
we started working in
North Macedonia which
is next to Albania. This
was my second visit.
Within a period of 12
hours, we managed to
visit most of the areas
where our Education
Classes are taking
place.

MUALLIM IRFAN -
A TRUE INSPIRATION

We meet with one of our
teachers, Irfan, who had been
brought up in an orphanage
due to his parents splitting up.
Today, Irfan is the father of 4
children and carries out
Imamat duties in his village
Dobroshinci Strumica, as well
as teaching children.

It is very sad to see that the
local Mas;jid in Irfan’s village
has been totally destroyed by
the enemies of Islam. We then

drive for three hours passing
through some beautiful
scenery of lakes and greenery
surrounded by mountains.

SHAIKH MOMIN IN RESEN

In Resen, we meet up with our
teacher Shaikh Momin, who
has spent 8 years in Moulana
Tarig Jamil's Madrasah in
Faisalabad (Pakistan)
completing his Alim course
there. A 19 - year old student
who has completed the
memorisation of 10 Juz of
The Holy Quraan recited from
various different places.

Continuing our journey, we stop
at a service station where we
meet with a few Muslim
brothers. Theirs was a very
emotional story. Due to the lack
of Islamic knowledge, the
whole area where these
brothers lived had fallen prey to
the onslaught of missionaries.
Many of them had started to
wear necklaces with crosses
around their necks.

A Jamat from Pakistan visited
the area and made so much

effort that they brought the
whole community back to
Islam again and the
missionaries had to move out
of the area. A beautiful Masjid
has been built which is always
full of Musallis. What a
wonderful achievement.

NEW MASJID -
PODGORCI

Our last stop of the day was at
the newly constructed Masjid
in the village of Podgorci in
Struga. The Mas;jid is built 970
metres above sea level and is
an absolute masterpiece.

| had visited this Mas;jid in
2018 when work was still
ongoing. Now it is near to
completion. The locals have
raised over a million euros so
far for the Mas;jid.

We left Macedonia at
10pm and crossed over
the border to Albania
where it was time to pray
Isha and have a rest.
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Albania - a beautiful country with lovely people

> Ever since | first
stepped foot on
Albanian soil, | fell in love
with the country and its
people. My first visit was
in 1998 and since then |
have visited on a
number of occasions.
The border crossing
from North Macedonia
to Albania takes less
than 20 minutes, and
within 45 minutes we
arrive at the Millennium
hotel on Lake Ohrid. Itis
Thursday 26th May
2022. We are welcomed
by our 5 scholars from
India, two of whom have
been in Albania for over
20 years now and the
others have come for a
30-day trial to see what
Albaniais like. It has
been a very long day so
after praying Isha itis
time to rest.

JAAME ABU BAKR (RA)
POGRADEC

Ouir first visit on Friday 27th
May 2022 was to the famous
Jaame-e-Abu Bakr (RA) in
Pogradec where some 20 of
our teachers have gathered to
provide us with feedback
reports of their classes. Itis
very nice to hear that things
are progressing well, although
there is room for a lot more
improvement.

The happiest part of the
feedback is that many
thousands of Albanians now
refrain from alcohol. The
teachers shared with us that
Eid Day would begin with the

consumption of alcohol, a
practice which is now seen
less often. We are also
informed that many Masjids
are now full in Ramadhan and
at Jumaah times. This is
indeed a remarkable
achievement keeping in mind
the 40 years of Communism.

KORCE - A VISIT TO
MUFTI QAZIM

From Pogradec we move on to
Korce and meet with the
retired Mufti of the city. We are
welcomed very warmly by
Mufti Qazim who hosted us
with home - made honey and
apricots. Mufti Qazim speaks
fluent Arabic and has
witnessed the Communism
era. He is full of praise for the
Muslims of the UK for standing
up to assist the Muslims of
Albania in their hour of need.

Jumaah Salah is at the new
central Masjid of Korce where
over 150 musallees attend, the
majority of them being under
40. This was very pleasing to
see. After the traditional
bhajias, chops and lamb
biryaani dawat at the house of
one of our scholars, we start
our descent towards Tirana,

passing through Prenjas and
Elbasan on the way. This 3 -
hour drive is one of the best
one can witness in any part of
the world. Lakes and greenery
with the backdrop of black
mountains.

JAMEAH NAZARESH -
ELBASAN

We offer our Maghrib at
Jameah Nazaresh in Elbasan,
which was the starting point of
our work back in 1993.
Nazaresh brings back so many
memories. We are then hosted
by a local representative of
Mercy to Humanity who
showed us the complex they
are renting. Dinner was at the
Fish City where each and every
item was fish related. Being a
seafood lover, this was a
dream come true for me.

RAHMAH ACADEMY -
ELBASAN

Before resting for the night, we
made a flying visit to the
Rahmah Academy and met
with the CEO, Shaikh Khalil
Patel and also with a few
guests who had arrived from
the UK for a visit. It was a
remarkable day in the country
which | have fallen in love with.
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ORPHANS & WIDOWS -
LAKNAS

Saturday 28th May was one of
the highlights of this visit of
ours to the Balkans. We are
sponsoring 700 orphans in
Albania and today was the day
when we met with 100 of them,
and some 30 widows. It was a
very emotional visit.

The orphans attend education
classes every weekend, which
take place in our Riyadhul
Uloom Education Complex
based in Laknas, on the
outskirts of Tirana. This
complex was builtin 2015,
courtesy of one family of
Dewsbury, who donated the
fullamount of £60,000, for the
iysalis thavab of their marhum
father.

Today, this complex was
overflowing with orphans. It
was pleasing to hear their
recitation. We also took the
opportunity to share some
advice with the orphans and
widows. The majority of the
widows were close to tears.
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WHERE THE EARTH
MEETS THE SKY

As we had a guest with us who
was visiting Albania for the
first time, we spent a few
hours in the afternoon on
Mount Dajti, where the cable
car takes you through some
beautiful scenery.

The journey is amazing but
not for the faint hearted. All
visitors to Albania should not
miss a visit to Mount Dajti. You
will remember it for the rest of
your life.

TABLIGHI MARKAZ -
TIRANA

We arrived at the Markaz for
Asar Salah and were blessed
with the opportunity to meet
with Shaikh Yakub Dehlavi
who had arrived from
Madinah Munawwarah. We
also met our Tabligh Amir of
Europe, Mawlana Saeed
Sahib of Dewsbury.

Visiting the Markaz is always a
pleasure and today was extra
special with the two
distinguished personalities
present. May The Almighty
accept their work, Ameen.
The rest of the evening was
spent in the capital Tirana in
the Sikander Beg Square,
which is similar to the
Trafalgar Square in the heart
of London.
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Albania - the final day

> Sunday 29th May is
our 6th day in the

Balkans. It has been a
most memorable trip.

DAR-E- ARQAM
EDUCATION COMPLEX -
TIRANA

Ouir first stop today is our latest
purchased Dar-e-Argam
Education Complex situated in
Tirana, where a number of
orphans and widows who
attend the weekly classes here
greeted us

Over the next 2 hours, we
listened to the children and
then took the opportunity to
interact with them and give
them some advices. We were
joined overnight by 2 more
colleagues from the UK so we
are now a large group of 6
carrying out the assessments.
This is where we meet 12 - year
old Ahmed, an Egyptian
orphan whose father passed

away six months ago. Ahmed's
parents had started to teach
him the Holy Quraan since the
age of 3. Miraculously, Ahmed
completed his Hifz at the
tender age of 10.

His recitation of the Quraan put
us to shame. He revises 2 juzz
a day with his mother and very
confidently recited from a few
places that we asked him to
pray from.

In the girls’ classes, we met
Ahmed’s sister, who has
memorised 15 juzz of the
Qurran. We then moved on to
our Education Complex by the
name of Hafiz Sabri Institute, in
Belsh. My colleagues carry out
the necessary assessments
and share their feedback.
Lunch today was lamb
biryaani. In our first 10 yearsiin
Albania, this was a dream that
we thought would never come
true.

BERAT -
A HISTORICAL TOWN.

Later on in the day, we visited
the King's Mosque in Berat,
which is a beautiful historical
city with castles and ancient
houses.

RIZA BAJRAMI
MASJID — DURRES.

Our final stop of the day is at
the Riza Bajrami Mas;jid in
Durres, undoubtedly the most

stunning Mas;jid that | have
seen anywhere in the Balkans
thus far. Built by 4 Albanian
brothers for the iysalis thawab
of their parents, this
magnificent masterpiece
needs to be visited to be fully
appreciated. It is an absolute
gem. After a short rest, we take
the early morning flight to
Luton airport, touching down
on Monday 30th May, at
8:20am. May The Almighty
protect the Iman and Islam of
the Muslims of the Balkans
and accept all our efforts.
Ameen.

Report compiled by:
Hanif Dudhwala (CEO)
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MWI projects in the Balkans region

Albania - at a glance:

700 orphans sponsored
£35 monthly - £420 annually
annual budget: £300,000.

70 education classes
£125 monthly - £1,500 annually
annual budget: £105,000.

Masjid renovation programme
£2,500 per Masijid
annual budget: £25,000

Bosnia - at a glance:

75 families sponsored
£200 annually
annual budget: £15,000.

Macedonia — at a glance:

13 education classes
£250 monthly — £3,000 annually
annual budget: £39,000

S scholarships
£100 monthly - £1,200 annually
annual budget: £6,000.

A humble request to everyone to keep all our projects in mind throughout the year.
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Qurbaani is a very important Sunnah of our
Beloved Prophet SAW. Itis Wajib on each
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mature adult upon whom Zakaah is

compulsory. This means that Qurbaaniis
necessary on the majority of the Muslim
adults of the UK. Have your Qurbaani
carried out with us. Prices are as below:

Albania

Sheep
1 share

It is important that
the Sunnah of
Qurbaani is revived
in Albania, which
suffered from
communism.

£85.00

______________________________________________________________________

d% Name:

Address:

Email:

Address:

o& Postcode:

1
1
|
| Signature:
1
1
1
1

1
1
|
1
X Title:
1
1
1
1

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Donation for Qurbaani: Amount: £

Forename:

Bangladesh
Cow
1 share

You will be providing
meat to families,
who may only get an
opportunity to have
meat once a year.

£80.00
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India
large animal
1 share

You will be
providing meat to
families in remote
parts of Gujarat.

£30.00

Donation Form

Shares:

Post Code:

Country:

Gift Aid Declaration

Email:

Surname:

Date:

| hereby authorise Muslim Welfare Institute to reclaim tax on all donations | make until further notice

West Bengal
Large animal
1 share.

Distribution in
remote parts of
Bihar and West
Bengal.

£20.00

______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________



