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9 days in Albania
and Macedonia

In the auspicious company of Shaikh
ul Hadith Hazrat Moulana Bilal Saheb

The MWI has been working in Albania since 1993. It was a
privilege for us that our respected teacher, Shaikh ul Hadith
Hazrat Moulana Bilal Saheb, accepted our humble invitation
and joined us for what turned out to be a memorable 5 days
in the Balkans.

Our group consisted of 45 people from Bury, Blackburn,
Burnley, Bolton, Preston, Manchester, Dewsbury, Batley,
Bradford, Birmingham and London

@ MUSLIM WELFARE t | 01254 694015
INSTITUTE e | info@mwinstitute.co.uk

SUITE 301, DAISYFIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, L
APPLEBY STREET, BLACKBURN, BB1 3BL w | mwinstitute.org.uk

Our Ryan Air flight from
Manchester landed at Tirana
airport on Tuesday 24th
September at midday. We
received a warm welcome by
a number of our Albania staff
and headed straight towards
the Markaz in Burxulle to
offer our Zohar Salah. The
Markaz is a dream come true
of our beloved marhoom
Hafez Patel Saheb NM.
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Elbasan

The CEO of Rahma Mercy
of Leicester, Moulana
Khalil Patel had invited
Moulana Bilal Saheb to
visit their Madrasah, being
constructed in Elbasan.
Surrounded by beautiful
mountains with fruit sellers
selling their fresh fruit on
the roadside, we arrived at
the Madrasah in our 55 -
seater coach. Moulana
Khalil had also arrived from
the UK. He welcomed
Moulana Bilal Saheb and
all the guests to the new
construction. The
gathering ended with an
emotional dua by Moulana
Bilal Saheb.

Struga

It was time to leave Albania
for now. We headed

@ MUSLIMWELFARE INSTITUTE

towards the border to
cross into Macedonia.
Most of the travellers were
first timers in the Balkans
and were completely
mesmerised by the natural
beauty of this part of the
world. Beautiful mountains
in the background with

lush green fields
surrounded by lakes
created a most
magnificent 3 - hour
journey.

Out of the many highlights
of the journey was the
regular 15/20 minutes’
pearls of wisdom that
naturally flowed from the
lips of Moulana Bilal
Saheb. It was amazing.
Most, if not all of Moulana
Bilal Saheb’s gems have
been captured on audio
and will be circulated
widely IA.

We crossed the border at
Ohrid and were now in the
company of our staff in
Macedonia MA. We
headed towards our hotel.
The day had started at 5am
and we reached our
destination at 9pm. A
wonderful first day MA.

SUITE 301, DAISYFIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, APPLEBY STREET, BLACKBURN, BB1 3BL
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Island of Bones

Wednesday 25th
September started with a
tour of Struga city.
Travelling between the
mountains enjoying the
scenery, we stopped at the
‘Island of Bones'. Our
hosts told us that a
complete village was
covered by the lake, which
was discovered by divers.
A model of the houses was
built in remembrance of
the houses under water.

Tetova

After Zohar and lunch, it
was time to move on to
Tetovo, home of the
Markaz, which was another
dream come true of our
beloved Hafez Patel Saheb
NM. We had arranged a
gathering here, which
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started after Asar and
finished at Ishraq the next
morning.

A number of our staff and
local Macedonians had
gathered at the Markaz.
Some had travelled
distances to be part of the
gathering. Moulana Bilal

Saheb’s first official speech
took place after Maghrib,
which was translated into the
Macedonian and Albanian
languages at the same time.
It was a very lively gathering,
jamats from Pakistan and
Switzerland were present.
Moulana Bilal Saheb is a
gifted individual who
addressed the gathering
with his unique style of
speech. After Isha, we all
had dinner together and
stayed the night at the
Markaz.

We were also fortunate to
have Moulana Yunus Dudh-
wala amongst our group.
MoulanaYunus is a well -
known dynamic young
scholar from London. After
Fajar on Thursday 26th
September, Moulana Yunus
took the stage and delivered
a heartfelt message to the
locals who were present.
The gathering ended with
dua and breakfast.

@ SCAN TO DONATE GENEROUSLY TOWARDS OURWINTER APPEAL
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Back to Albania

It was time to leave
Macedonia and head back
to Albania. Once again, it
was a very pleasant
journey as we drove
through the mountains
besides the lake and
crossed the border at
Ohrid. The travellers had
brought lots of varieties of
snacks to share on the
coach and having spent 48
hours together, we had
become like one large
family MA. Moulana Bilal
Saheb was full of energy
and shared a lot of
precious advice with us.

Pog radec gathered here. Moulana Imaan. Moulana Bilal

Bilal Saheb addressed the Saheb also congratulated
We arrived at Jameah Abu gathering after Zohar, the elders for having kept
Bakar in Pogradec justin emphasising on the need steadfast on Imaan and
time for Zohar. A large of safeguarding our most Islam during the
number of people had important asset, which is Communism period.

Hardship Assistance Programme

One of the projects of the : ' -
MWI in partnership with '

= - =
AN EERGLAR Vex-TT

AR Ry e Ummah Welfare Trust
g EEEE e 3 S (UWT) is the hardship

gt 7 assistance programme.
Cashwas givento a
number of individuals,
who were going through
financial difficulties. The
congregation had the
chance to meet Moulana
Bilal Saheb after the
distribution and dua.

SUITE 301, DAISYFIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, APPLEBY STREET, BLACKBURN, BB1 3BL
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Durres

From Elbasan we moved on
to Durres. Prior to Com-
munism, Albania was home
to over 1,500 Masjids. When
Communism ended, there
were less than 50 Masjids
left. As a result of the work of
the Tabligh Jamat and chari-
ties from all over the world,
Albania now has over 900
Masjids MA. We offered our
Isha in one of the most beau-
tiful Masjids, financed by an
Albanian family. Once again,
Moulana Bilal Saheb took
the centre stage and
addressed the gathering.
After dua and dinner, it was
time to rest. This was the end
of day 3 of this memorable

= . food lovers. Our i
- journey.
Fish CIty colleagues, especially
Elbasan those from Blackburn and
Dewsbury, were really

Lunch today was at the enjoying the Balkans food.
famous "Fish City’

restaurant in Elbasan. The Jameah Pasha
place is a paradise for sea

We offered our Asar at
Jameah Pasha, which was
part funded by Rahma
Mercy, in memory of our
beloved Hafez Patel Saheb
NM. It was Moulana Bilal
Saheb’s dream to pray in
this Majid. This dream
became a reality today.
Hafez Patel Saheb's efforts
and duas are surely
yielding fruits in this part of
the world.
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Berat

Friday 25th September
started with a visit to the
historical city of Berat. Itis

an ancient city with castles
and forts, high above in the

mountains. Many of our
group were interested in
history and found this visit
very enjoyable.

Belsh

As the time for Jumaah
was approaching, our
Masijid in Belsh by the
name of Hafiz Sabri
Institute, started to fill up.
Besides the locals, many
had travelled from
surrounding areas. When
Moulana Bilal Saheb took
the stage, the Masjid was
packed. All of Albania’s
Masjids have prayer areas

@@ MUSLIM WELFARE

for ladies. Many sisters
had also turned up for
Jumaah. After Jumaah,
there was a distribution of
cash on behalf of UWT,
which was part of the Cash
Assistance Programme.
Shaikh Yunus addressed
the gathering at the Masjid
in Cerrik and led the
Jumaah.

Burxulle

It was then time to move on
to Burxulle, where a large
crowd had already
gathered. This is where the
Tirana Markaz is situated
and a gathering had been
arranged from Friday Asar
till Saturday Ishrag.

After Maghrib, Moulana

Bilal Saheb addressed the
gathering. Translation in

INSTITUTE

Albanian was carried out
by our first Albanian UK
graduate Imam Rajab. This
was a very emotional
moment. Imam Rajab had
come to the UK as a young
lad and spent 6 years
studying at the Islamic
Daawah Academy (IDA) in
Leicester. The moment
had arrived when he
translated Moulana Bilal
Saheb’s Urdu speech into
Albanian.

After dinner, Moulana Bilal
Saheb convened a
gathering where he heard
first - hand the work
carried out in Albania thus
far and what is the need of
the time and the future.
The gathering continued
late into the night. Moulana
Yunus took over after Fajar
and the gathering ended
with dua and breakfast.

SUITE 301, DAISYFIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, APPLEBY STREET, BLACKBURN, BB1 3BL
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Jameah
Riyadh-ul-
Uloom

Saturday 28th September
started at our Jamaeah
Riyadhul Uloom (JRU) in
Laknas, on the outskirts of
Tirana. The MWI
constructed JRU in 2015 at
a cost of £60,000, donated
by one family of Dewsbury
MA. Our Education classes
were in progress. We
visited all the classes,
including the orphans and
widows section. Our
guests distributed cash
and gifts to everyone. A
number of girls and boys
recited Surahs and duas.
Moulana Yunus addressed
the widows. JRU was
buzzing that morning.

Dar e Argam
Education
centre

From JRU, we headed to
our Dar e Argam Education
Centre in Tirana. The MWI
bought this centre for
£200,000, out of which
£100,000 was donated by
a family of Dewsbury. Our
Education Classes were in
progress here as well.
Moulana Bilal Saheb
addressed the widows.
Moulana Bilal Saheb
became very emotional
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and ended his speech in
10 minutes. Cash and gifts
were distributed to
everyone here as well. Our
guests were very
impressed by the recitation
of the children.

Mount Dajti

Today was the last day of
our journey. We had kept a
surprise for all the
travellers. Our coach
climbed a very steep hill
and took us to the longest
cable car in the Balkans.
Within 15 minutes of
boarding the cable car, we
were far above Tirana, at
the top of Mount Dajti. It
was breath-taking and not
for the faint hearted. We
were 1,613 metres from
ground level. All the
travellers enjoyed this
surprise treat.

Our flight back to the UK
was scheduled for Saturday
evening. We spent a few
hours’ sight- seeing in Tirana
and after a bit of shopping
took the evening flight and
arrived home safely.
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What can we do for Albania...

31 years in Albania scholars from the UK including Mufti

Shabbir Saheb, Mufti Abdus Samad,
The MWI started working in Albania in Mufti Ibrahim Raja, Moulana Ismail Patel,
1993. It has been 31 years since we first Shaikh Mahmood Chandia, Mufti
set foot on Albanian soil. A number of Mohammad ibn Adam and Mufti Yusuf
projects have_been initiated _and many Shabbir have visited. During this visit,
long term projects are ongoing. However, Moulana Bilal Saheb blessed us with his
it is still a drop in the ocean and our duas.

efforts need to increase.
A humble request to all brothers and

We have been blessed by the number of sisters to always remember the Muslims
scholars who have now visited Albania. of Albania in their duas and donate as
Shaikh ullslam Mufti Mohammad Taqi generously as possible especially Lillah
Usmani has visited twice, Mufti e Gujarat donations. May The Almighty accept all
Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri has visited. Many our efforts. Ameen

Winter appeal 2024

As the winter season sets in many parts of the world, we are taking this
opportunity to make a humble request to all readers to donate generously
towards our ‘Winter appeal 2024°. Winter packs containing basic
essentials will be distributed in Albania, Bangladesh and India. Each pack
will cost £30. A humble request to all readers to donate at least £90 for 3
winter packs please. If you add on £10 Lillah towards admin costs, it will
round off to a nice round figure of £100. No one should miss out.

May The Almighty keep all of us in His Protection at all times. Ameen.

_________________________________________________________________

Donation Form
Zakaah: Sadagah: Lillah: Total:

Lillah for administration:
Name:
Address:

Post Code:

E sf

I hereby authorise Muslim Welfare Institute to reclaim tax on all donations | make until further notice

Signature: Date:

Gift Aid Declaration

Title: Forename: Surname: i
Address: i
Postcode: Email: i
:

;
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