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5 days in Albania
and Macedonia

» 90 seconds at

Tirana airport

A few well - wishers

wanted to visit Albania

and Macedonia. | took the
6:40pm flight from Luton

on Thursday 12th October
and landed in Tirana 3 hours
later. From the moment

| entered the terminal, it
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must have taken about 90
seconds before | was out
in the arrivals hall. | do not
recollect coming out of
any airport so fast. Albania
has moved with the times
and everything is done
electronically MA.

» No more alcohol -

Luzim’s big sacrifice
It was Friday 13th October,
sitting outside our Hafiz
Sabri Institute in Belesh,
discussing our projects
with our Albanian team,
when Luzim, a 70 - year old
Albanian turned up. Luzim
had witnessed the time

of Communism and also
worked as a police officer.

During his police days,

he became a very heavy
drinker. One day he went to
the Masjid, where the Imam
mentioned that alcohol

is forbidden. Around the
same time, his daughter
got married and his son in
law also informed him that
alcohol is forbidden. Since
then, he has never touched
alcohol MA.

04/12/2023 12:49



Unity

» Ballia Masjid -

Elbasan

Back in 1993, our base in
Albania was Elbasan. This
is where we decided to
pray Jumaah Salah. The
Masjid in the heart of
Elbasan, built by a family
of Kuwait, is an absolute
masterpiece MA. It was
so heart - warming to
see the Masjid nearly
full, including many
youngsters. We met the
Mufti of Elbasan Mufti
Agim and some of his
team after Jumaah. It
was very positive to hear
the progress Albania is
making.

> A very

emotional visit

We then visited the
“Future for you centre’

in Elbasan. The centre

is run by an Albanian
couple, where 45 children
with Downs Syndrome

or Autism come for one
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to one therapy sessions.
Some of the top therapists
of Elbasan are carrying
out amazing work with
these children. This turned
out to be a very emotional
visit.

» Dar-e-Argam
Education Centre

On Friday evening, 3 of
our esteemed guests from
the UK joined us. It was

a privilege to welcome
them and show them
around our Dar —e-Argam
Education Complex in
Tirana. All 3 have been
part of our Albania
journey for over 20 years
now, 2 of them were
visiting first time. We had
healthy discussions for
over 2 hours, during which
we reviewed the results of
our 30 years in Albania.

Unity

» Jameah Riyadhul

Uloom - Laknas

On Saturday morning over
a 100 children attended our
education classes, including
a number of orphans. A
class for widows was also in
progress. Our guests visited
the classes, spoke with the
staff and asked questions
to the children. They very
kindly gifted money and
sweets to the attendees.
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» 900 Masjids
within 30 years MA

From Riyadhul Uloom, we
made our way to Tirana,
to meet with the Grand
Mufti. Mufti Bujar gave
us a warm welcome and
explained the role of the
Islamic Community. Total
Masjids across Albania
now number 900 MA.
The Grand Masjid across
the road is a sight worth

ing. A ficant had landed at Tirana airport orphan, by the name of
seellpg. fr_lr_wr?ggll cen with his wife. They joined me Ahmed, mesmerised us
replica ot The biue from here onwards. all with the recitation

Mosque of Istanbul MA.

We then took our guests > Hafez at the ﬂfesﬁgjhcg;migd“ﬂﬁ'
to visit the Future 4 You Hifz with his father at

centre in Elbasan. From age of 13 _ home at the age of
here, our 3 guests moved On Sunday morning we :
: 13. His father passed
on to see other areas of arrived at our Dar e Argam .
: . . i~ away, because of which
Albania. A well - wisher of Education Complex in Tirana. he enrolled onto our
the MWI from Nuneaton Our 15 - year old Egyptian

orphans’ classes. His 13
- year old sister recited
from Surah Noor. She has

ised 1 MA.
MWI ALBANI 2023 memorised 18 Juzz

! T <
Eﬁ'ﬁtﬂjﬂgﬁmﬂfs » Our first UK
graduate - Shiak
We then moved on to
Shiak. This is where we
met our UK graduate
Rajab, who came to the
UK in 1999. It was very
pleasing to see that
Rajab was engaged in
Islamic activities 24/7,
he was the Imam in his
Masjid, which had been
constructed by a family
from Kuwait.

Unity
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» 23 years
in Albania -

Pogradec

From Shiak we moved
on to Pogradec. Here

we met with one of our
families from India. They
have been in Pogradec
for 23 years. Husband,
wife and 2 sons who are
now teaching in a few
different villages and
managing our projects in
the Pogradec area. One
of their sons is studying
in Turkey. We also met
Mufti Namik, the Mufti of
Pogradec.

» Farewell to
Albania for now -
Ohrid

Once again, it was
time to say farewell to
Albania. The border
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crossing between Albania
and North Macedonia
from Ohrid is unique.
Officials of both countries
work together, a very
positive sight. Within 20

Unity

minutes, we were in North
Macedonia, where our
driver was waiting for us.

» Quraan memorised
in 8 months —

Podgorci

It was Monday 16th
October. Our driver
Hafez Imran, is one of
the students who we are
sponsoring to study in
Azadville in South Africa.
Due to visa issues, he
was back home. Hafez
Imran comes from a
religious family. He went
to a Madrasah in Turkey,
where he completed his
memorisation in 8 months
MA. He updated us on
our classes in Podgorci in
Struga.

04/12/2023 12:49



» The "Apples’

village — Resen

From Struga we travelled
to Resen, where we

met our teacher Shaikh
Momin. He is a graduate
of Moulana Tariq Jamil's
Madrasah in Pakistan and
is carrying out the role

of Imamat and teaching
children in Resen. Shaikh
Momin told us that Resen
is very famous for its
apples, hence known as
the "Apples’ village

Recitation of Surah

Yusuf - Kicevo
Our next stop was at
Kicevo, where we met our

y

Unlity_December_2023_Page2.Indd 5

teacher Imam Riza. We
had been on the road for
a while and were feeling
a bit peckish. My eyes
fell on fresh tomatoes

in Imam Riza's garden.
Tomatoes with home

- made bread made a
perfect afternoon snack.
Imam Riza had called

in one student to pray
the Quraan. Very few
Albanian/Macedonian
children can recite the
Quran looking inside.
This young boy recited
from Surah Yusuf looking
inside. His recitation was
very inspiring.

Unity
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» A historical city -

Tetovo

We then moved on

to Tetovo, where we
were hosted by Shaikh
Rajab, a graduate

of Raiwind Pakistan.
Shaikh Rajab’s wife had
prepared the evening
meal for us. We spent a
few hours with Shaikh
Rajab, catching up on
the condition of the
Muslims of Macedonia
and understanding the
challenges they face.
The Markaz in Tetovo
is playing a vital role in
accommodating jamats
that come to Macedonia.
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» Arrival in Skopje
Our final stop was Skopje,
the capital of Macedonia.
Our teacher Shaikh Zul
Kufli welcomed us. This

is where we would be
spending the next day
assessing our education
classes.

» 3 hours with

30 children

We had been in the
Balkans for 5 days now
and Tuesday was the first
day that it rained very
heavily. The locals seemed
very happy, as this was
the first rain in 3 months.
| had the opportunity to
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spend 3 hours with 30
Macedonian children.The
Muslims of Macedonia
are very strong in their
faith and this was
reflected in many of the
children, who answered
questions regarding the
fundamentals of Islam.

Unity

» 30 years in Albania
It was Monday 16th On

my return to Luton from
Skopje on Tuesday evening,
| reflected upon our 30 -
year journey in Albania.
Our first visit was back

in August 1993. By the
Grace of The Almighty

and the generous support
of our donors, a lot has
been achieved in Albania.
A country which had 50
Masjids back in 1993, now
has over 900 Masjids.
Many Masjids are filling up
with Musallees and there
is definitely a change in
the atmosphere. May The
Almighty make the next 30
years even more successful.
Ameen.
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Protection of Imaan - 100 education classes

Our first priority in the Balkans is the protection of
Imaan. During Communism, majority of the Islamic
practices were banned. Albania went through one
of the strictest Communist regimes. The need of the
time is to reach out to as many families as possible.
During the last 30 years, we have established 100
education classes MA, which are spread all over
Albania. Children and adults of all ages attend these
classes, secular subjects such as English and IT are also
taught. All the education is provided free of charge.
Over 1500 children and adults are benefitting.

Masjid renovation programme

Albania has seen a dramatic increase in the number w
of Masjids. Prior to Communism, Albania had over
2000 Masjids. In 1989 when Communism collapsed,
there were only 50 Masjids left. Once again, we

have over 900 Masjids in Albania. Many of the older
Masjids are in need of renovation. Over the years, we
have renovated many Masjids

Orphan sponsorship

Due to being one of the poorest countries,
Albania has a lot of orphans. There have

also been many internal conflicts, which has
increased this number. We are sponsoring
over 600 orphans in partnership with Ummah
Welfare Trust (UWT).

Unity
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We are taking this opportunity to
launch our "Winter Pack appeal’.
Each pack will cost £30 and will be
distributed in Albania, Bangladesh
and India.
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Winter appeal 2023

How to help
this winter

As we move into winter here in the
UK, many parts of the world are also
entering their winter season

WINTER RELIEF
2W22.23
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A humble appeal to all readers to try and donate at least £90, which will cover the cost

of 3 packs. If you add on £10 Lillah for general administration, your donation will come
to a nice round figure of £100. May The Almighty ease the circumstances for Muslims all
over the globe, especially Palestine and occupied lands. Ameen.

_________________________________________________________

Donation form

Zakaah: Sadagah

Lillah: Total:

Lillah for administration:

_________________________________________________________
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Name:
Address:
Post Code:
Email
Gift Aid Declaration
Title: Forename: Surname:
Address:
Postcode: Email:
I hereby authorise Muslim Welfare Institute to reclaim tax on all donations | make until further notice

Signature: Date:
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